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_ 805 Humbakit Avenue
Chowchilla Chowchitla, CA 93610
Unton RHigh T (559)665-1331

School District Fax: (559) 6654659

CC Docket Nos. 96-45and 97-21
RE(

March 18,2002 MAR 1 9 2003

Faderal Communicstions Commigsion
. .. Dffice of the Secratary
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Seeretary
9300 East Hampton Drive
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Dear Sirs:

RE- APPEAL OF USAC’S DENJAL OF APPEAL FOR
Billed Entity #: 144026 470 Appl. # 912330000401271 &
Funding Year 5 470 Appl. #: 838810000401259
471 Appl. #: 286755 FRN #: 735132 & 735136

We respectfullyrequest that your office review the USAC’s denial of the above. In reviewing their
explanation’s for the denial, it ISevidentto usthat they did not considerall of thsir own information
and the information presented to them in our lettersof appeal asitwaspresented. We have enclosed
a copy of their letter for your review as we address their explanations.

Explanation #1:

This information is correct. It is not a statement of somethingwe “claim”, it is absolute fact.

Explanation#2:

Our officestaff member Bartara Walton was asked by the businessmanager to call to double check
on the guidelines regarding the Form 470’s. On Oclober 29,2001, at 8:50 am she talked with Jesse
at the USAC/SLD toll free number regarding the Form 470's and wes told that we DID NOT have
to submit a Form 470. So following Jesses’s lead we did not submit a Form 470 for the Nextel

service.

However, we did receive a phone call fran the reviewers of our Form 471 on December 14,2001,
During that phone call, (I believe it was fran David Le and his supervisor), we were told “Wehave
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some bad news and some good news,”” The “bad news” was that our Form 471 for the Nextel
Services could not be considered because wc had not filed a Form 470. The “good news” was that
we had just enough time to file the Form 470 and then resubmit our Form 471. We did just that.
On December 14,2001 we filed the Form 470. and things went down hill from here.

The following is an excerpt from eur April 30,2002 appeal letter to the USAC/SLD. A copy of the
letter is also enclosed. This describes what happened during the filing process of our Form 470.

“Wereceived a Funding Commitment Decision Letter dated April 24,2002, (please
see attached copy) whichinformed us that we wowld not be receiving funding for e
Form471 Application Number286755 because a Form 470 was not filed. However,
that is not the case.

We are resubmitting the enclosed signature page per our conversation with Sherry
on 4/30/02 at 9:15 a.m., at the SLD Client Service Bureau; phone number 888-203-
8100. She instructed us to resubmit this signature page and to line out the
application#8388 10000401259 and to hand in write application #912330000401271.

You originally received this form on 12/18/01, (please see the attached copies). At
the time this signature page was sent, our office did not notice that the application
number was different fran the previous applicationnumber, (9123300000401271).

While the Business Manager was in the process of completing the Application #:
912330000401271 via the internet, she was kicked out of the SLD intermet system
and had to restart. When she went to restart the process for a second time, she
clicked on the Continue/Incomplete button, and was allowed to continue processing
the application that she thought was # 912330000401271. Evidently,anew number
was assigned # 83881000040125 to the incomplete470 application and we did not
realize it.”

Explanation #3 and #4:

Most importantly, we did comply with the competitive bidding requirementby filing our Form 470
application number 838810000401259 / 91233000040 1271.

Secondly,theservice pravided by Nextel isaone of akind telecommunicationservice. Qrly Nextel
can provide communication service and devices by which we can communicate amongst staff
members via two-way radio/ cell phone/text messaging, by each of the appropriate staff memoers
carryingjust one unit each. Therefore, there would be no reason for any other company to bid.

We weuld certainly be delighted if there was another company that could provide the same cell
phone/two-way radio service provided by Nextel. It might encourage Nextel to cleanup their act,
At this point in time we find that Nextel still has the most expedient and efficient way to

communicate within our District,

In closing | would ask that you review this appeal closely. Please note that the Nextel service that
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we are requesting ERATE discounts for the Year 5 are no different than the services that has been
approved for ERATE discounts since ERATE Year 2. The application process fox Year 5 has
simply gotten balled up in mis-informationand instabilities of computer technology.

If you have any questions or concerns. please contact me via email at
whitedi@chowchillahigh.k12.ca, by phone at (559)665-1331 EXt. 216, or by fax at (559) 665-4659.

.
Sincerely,

[ T N

Donna White, Ed.D.
District Superintendent

DW/kk
Enclosures
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Administrator’sDecision on Appeal - Funding Year 2002-2003
March 6,2003

Kate Kmdson

Chowchilla Union Hidh School District
805 Humboldt Avenue

Chowchilla, CA 93610

Re: Billed Entity Number: 144026
471 Application Number; 286755
Funding RequestNurmber(s): 735132,735136

Your Correspondence Dated: April 30,2002

After thorough review and investigationof all relevant fects, the Schools and Libraries
Division (“SLD) ofthe Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has mede
its decision m regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year 2002 Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of 8L.D’s
wdecision. The date of this letterbegins the 60-day time peried for appealing this decision
to the Federal CommunicationsCommission (*FCC™). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal i s submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Fundine Regnest Numher: 735132,735136
Decision on Appeal: Denied in full.

Explanation:

e Inyour letter of appeal you state the business manager was kicked out of the
systemwhile hying to file your FCC Form 4700n line and there was confusion
when you were allowed to get back into the system. You also claim that the Cliant
Services Bureau told you to submitthe certified FCC Form 470 on April 30,
2002. According to the appeal letter you were advised to send in the FCC Form
470 you were worldng on and to cross out the old applicationnumber
838810000401259and write the new one, 9123300000401271, above it.

o During the review of your application, you were asked on December 14,2001 if
you posted an FCC Form 470 for Funding Year 2002. You responded there was
no need to submit one because you were asking for funding for continuing
telecommunication services. The services you requested on your Form 471 are
month-to-month telecommunications services, which require a FCC Form 470be

Box 125 = Cormrespondence Umit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
WVigit US onling ak; AlfpAwww. sl univarsalservics.om
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posted everyyear. The funding request was therefore denied since you referenced
aFunding Year 2001 Form 470 (Application Number 158480000325105) for the
services you were requesting. Please note that the new Form 470 izformation you
sent along with appeal was not taken into consideration because the new
infomation on appeal is inconsistentwith information in the file used during PIA
review.

e TheForm 471 you submitted to SLD indicates that you are seeking support for
tariff or month-to-month services. While these types of servicesmay not be
subject to a contract, they do need to be competitively bid for each funding year.
Therefore, your Form 470 requestingsupport for these services should have been
posted on the website. Consequently, SLD denies your appeal because your
application did not comply with the competitive bidding requirement that your
Form 470 be posted on the website for 28 days.

e FCCrutes require that except under limited circumstances, alt Forms 470 received
be posted on the website for 28 days, and that applicantscarefully consider all
bids received before selectinga vendor, entering into an agreement or signinga
contract, and signing and submitting a Ferm 471. See47 C.F.R.§§ 54.504;
54.511(a), (C). These competitive bidding requiremants help ensure that
applicantsreceive the lowest pre-discount price from vendors. See Federal-State
Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 9645, Order on
Reconsideration, 12FCC Red 10095,100989 9 (1997). The only exceptionsto
the posting requirement are for: (1) contracts signed on or before July 10, 1957
for the life of the contract; (2) contracts signed between July 10,1997 and before
January 30,1998 (the date on which the website becarne operational) for services
provided through June 30, 1999. Seed7 C.F.R. § 54.511(c); Fiftk
Reconsideration Order, 13FCC Red at 14916% 2, and 149209 8 (extending Year
One funding period through June 30,1999).

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) via United States Postal
Service: FCC. Office of the Secretary. 445-12% Street SW, Washington, DC 20354. If you
are submitting your appeal to the FCC by other then United States Postal Serviee, check the
SLD web site for more infomation. Please reference CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on
the first page of your appeal. The FCC nust RECEIVE your appeal WITHIN 60 DAYS
OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS LETTER for your appeal to be fiied in atimely
fashion. Further information and new options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC
can be found in the “Appeals Procedure” posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site,
www.sl.universalservice,org.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and ¢caperation during the appeal
process.

Schoolsand Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 —CorrespondenceUnit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: hitp:ivww.al.universalservice.org
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Chowch 805 Humboldt Avenue
ORNCRHIIG Chowchilla, CA 93610
Srioa High T (559) 665-1331
| Oistrict Fax (559) 665-4659
4/30/02

Schools and Librarics Division

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit,

80 South Jefferson Road

Whippany, NJ 07981

To Whom It May Concern:

RE: PPE LETTER REGARDING

Billed Entity #: 144026 470 Appl. # 912330000401271 &

Funding Year 5 470 Appl. #: 838810000401259

471 AppL # 286755 FRN #: 735132 & 735136

We received a Funding Cormmitment Decision Letter dated April 24,2002, (please See attached
copy) which informed us that we would not be receiving funding for our Form 471 Application
Number 286755 because a FOrm 470 was not filed. However, that is not the care.

We are resubmitting the enclosed signature page per our conversationwith Sherry on 4/30/02 at
9:15 am., atthe SLD Client Service Bureau; phone number 888-203-8100. She instructed us to
resubmit this signaturs page and to line out the application# 838810000401259 and to hand in
write application # 912330000401271.

You originally received this formon c1&/01, (please see the attached copies). At the time this
signature page was sent, our ¢ ffice did'notice that the application number was different from the

previous application number, (9123300000401271).

While the Business Manager was in the process of completing the Application #:
912330000401271via the internet, she was kicked out of the SL.D internet system and had to
restart. When shewent to restart the process for a second time, she clicked on the . *
Continue/Incomplete button, and was allowed to continue processing the application that she
thought was # 912330000401271. Evidently. a new number was assigned # 83881000040125 to
the incomplete 470 applicationand we did not realize it.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Kate Knutson at the above address; by
phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 214; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via email at

knutsonk@chowchillahieh. k12 ca.ns. ' YOU may also contact Barbara Walton at the above

Hoo7
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address; by phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 213; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via email at

waltonb@chowchiilahiph k1 2.ca.us.

Your reconsideration of this matter is greatly appreciated.

- /__‘
Sﬁm\ ]

Donna White
District Superintendent

DW/kk
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A Howon

25. Signature of authorized person (1o, 4 ) 6. Dalc / _5;’4&1/

27, Printed name of authorized person  Donna White, Ed.D.

28, Title or position of authorized person  District Superintendent

9. Telephone Wumber {559) 6651131 Exr_ 216

/23200004042 7 |
Form 470 Application Number: 8388500004681250
CHOWCHILLA UNION HIGH SCHOOL
805 HUMBOLDT AVE
CHOWCHILLA, CA 93610-3117

'ersong . ) emeats on this form can be punished y Gine OF ‘2l rthe
ommunications Act, 47 U.5.C. Secs. 502, S03(b}, or fine or imprisonmeni under Title 18 ¢! lited St
[Code, 18 US.CSee. 1001,

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS: Sccticn 54.504 of the Federal Commmmications Commission’s ruks requires 21 schoals and librarics ordering
services duat are eligbls fox wnd seeking miversal service discounis 10 file this Deseription of Seyvices Requesied and Cortification Form {FOC
Form 470) with the Universal Service Admenistrator, themssives or 35 part of 3 consoctium. 47 CE.R. § 54.504. The collection of information
stemg from the Commission's stitharity under Section 254 of the Commumicstions Act of 1934, as smended, 47 U.S.C. § 254, The data in the
report Will be ised t enture that schaols and litwaries comply with the corrpetitivy bidding requirement contained in 47 C.F.R. § 54.504, All
schoaks and libraries planning w0 order services efigible for vniversal servios discounits wist filk this form thersedves or as part of a eongnrdum.

An igmmcy may ool cmduct or sponsor, and 2 persen is not required to respoand 2, 3 calleation of informetion unicss it displeays 2 currenity valid
OMB control number.

The FOC i authorized under the Comumimications Actof 1934, a3 anwuded, tn callect the pertonal infocnmation We nequest in this form We will
use the information you provide o detzrmine whether approving this application i n the public inkest. 1f we belicve thar may be a visktion or
potertial viektion of a FOLL sttnte, regalagion, mulke or preder, your application may be refemed o the Fedetal, stats, or loeat agency responsible far
investigating, posccuting, ¢nforcing, of implementing the statute, rule, regulation or arder. In certain ases, the infoommation i your spplication
™3y be disclosad ta the Departmcnt of Justive ar a soun or adjudicative body when (x) the FO; or (b) any emplayee of the FCC; or {c) the Uniled
Statet Government, is 2 party of 2 proctsding before the body or has sa interest in the proceeding.

If you owe 2 past due debit o (he fodera] povernment, the mxpayer identification number (such a5 your socia] security number) ad other
nformation you peavide may also be: disclosod (o the Department of tye Treasury Finanedal Managemnent Service, other Foderal agrncies mnd/for
your coployer 1o ofiset your salary, IRS tax refuind or other payments W colieet that debt. The FOC may also provide this miormuation i these
apencies through the miching of computer recgeds when authorized-

Il you do nat provide the mformation we request on the form, the FOC may delay processing of your apphication oc may teto youf applicstion
withaot action.

The faxegoing Netice it required by the Privacy Act of 1974, Pub. L No. 93-579, December 31, 1974, 5 US.C. § 552, and the Paparwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Pub- L. No- 104-13, 44 US.C, § 3501, el 32q.

Fublic reporting burden for this collection of infonmation is estimated 1o average 6 hours per responsz, ncluding the time for feviewing
instructions, resrching existing data sources, gathering and raintééning the dala nesded, completing, and neviewing the collection of information.

Send coraments regarding this burden esiimate of any other aspest of Gt collection of informauion, including suggresions for reducing the
reponting burden o the Federal Communications Cormmission, Parforrmnce Evaluation and Records Management, Washington, D.C. 20554

Please submit this form to: SLD- Form 470
P.O. Bor 7026
Lawrence, KS 66044-7026
1-888-203-8100

for express delivery services or U.S.  SLD ™ Form474

Pestal Service. Rerum Receipt cfo Ms. Smith

Requested, mail this formto: 3833 Greenway Driva
Lawrence, KS 66046
1-888-203-8100

Hioog

hitp//www sl.univertalscrvice.org/formd 70/BlockSc asp
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] 805 Humboldt Avenue
Chowchilla Chowchilla, CA 93610
Unlon High B (559) 665-1331
School District Fax: (5569) 665-4659

7/9/02

Schoolsand Libraries Division
Box 125 - CorrespondenceUnit,
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

To Whom It May Concern:
RE: APPEAL LETTER REGARDING

Billed Entity # 144026 470 Appl. # 912330000401271&
Billed Entity #: 107304 470 Appl. #: 838810000401259
Funding Year § Appl. Form Identifier: 471yrSnextel
471 Appl. # 286755 FRN#; 735132 & 735136

471 AppL#: 309220 FRN #: 803886

Since we submitted our original appeal letter dated, 4/30/02 (please see attached), the problems
have snowballed. We have been ia touch with Celia Zheng with PIA Team 3, Sherry Wolfer and
Sherry's supervisor, Roger, whose last name we did not get at the SLD Clent Service Bureau;
phone number 888-203-8100.

As we understand it now, Box #8& on the second Form 470 with the #83881000040125 assigned
to it, did not get checked. However, Box #8 is checked on the first Form 470 with the
#9123300000401271, this is the Form 470 that the Business Manager was in the middle of
processing when she wes suddenly kicked out of the system. Box #8 should have already been
checked on application #83881000040125 since the Business Manager wes past ek point when

she was kicked out of the Systam,

On May 28,2002we received a fax, (seeattached), from Celia Zheng Wil PIA Team 3 in which
she states that the application #309220, FRN#803886 From 470 (#838810000401259) was not
posted. We provided her with a copy of the first appeal letter and the changed certification
sheet, (Pleaserefer to the appeal letter dated 4/30/02).

Per our Business Manager's phone conversation today with Celiz, the system valll not let Celia
clear and fix the problems with either one of the 470 applications.

All we are trying to do here is be approved for the ERATE discounts on our telecommunications

3 b~
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servicesthrough Ne:  iswe wesince ER TE Year 2. There is noinng new and nothing
complicated about what we are asking for. None of this mess would have started if Babara
Walton, our employee, had not been told by the Jessie at the SLD, on 10/2%/01 at 8:50 am, that
we did not have to complete Form 470's for Year 5 for telecommunication services.

Had we not been mis-informed, all would have been submitted in a timely manner and this mess
would have, very possibly, been avoided.

If you have any questions or concerns. please contact Kate Knutson & the above address; by
phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 214; by fax at (559) 665-4659; Or via emati at

’ knulsonk(@chowebhillahigh.k(2.ca.us. You may also contact Barbara Walton at the above
address; by phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 213; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via email at

waltonb@chowehillahigh k12 ca.us.

Yaur reconsideration of this matter is greatly appreciated.
Pl

Sipeerely,
KZ\—_A———/

Donna While
District Superintendent

DW/kk
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